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The glory of a tropical dawn has 
just passed into the less brilliant 
splendour of early morning. Every 
part of the sky has been lighted up 
with some shade of gold or green or 
redor blue. One’s soul has responded 
to this beauty.. How easy to praise God 
for it, to let it fill the mind and 
heart, to join with the birds in their 
first glad melodies and welcome the 


new day—with hope and thankful- 


In few hours it 


» will be a stifling hot noon: no breath 


of air will stir the heavy atmosphere: 


the mind will work slowly and with 


difficulty: the noise of insect life will 
drone into one’s ears with annoying 
persistence: not the grasshopper but 
the mosquito will indeel be a burden: 

limp and fretful how easy it will be 
to. deny God by some hasty word or 


some neglected duty. Life will seem 


very different in a few ‘hours! 


Yesterday morning I read the ex- 
perience of a man who wrote from his 
prison house. He was a man who 
dearly, passionately loved freedom. 
He was consumed with a longing to 
see his distant friends. He was a 
traveller with perhaps something of 
what we call today wanderlust, always 


seeking fresh worlds to conquer. He 
‘was unjustly held at the caprice of a 
ruler who might very likely keep him 
where he was for years 
Already he had had a good deal oi 


untried. 


such experience. How he must have 


‘chafed, how it must have irked him © 
‘to ‘be kept away from aJl that had 


filled his ‘life these many years of 


adventure and friendship. How grie- 
“yous that the work he loved to do, 
and wh ich pressed on his 


CONTENT AND DISCONTENT. 


heart, should remain undone. Ts 
this not a fretful letter written from 
such a place;by such a man? 


But no! Let us pause and listen. 
‘L have learned, in whatever condi- 
tion [I am, to be independent of 
circumstances. I am schooled to bear 
the depths of poverty, I am schooled 
to bear abundance. In life as a 
whole, and in all its circumstances, I 
have mastered the secret of living— 
how to be the same amidst repletion 
and starvation, amidst abundance and 
priyation ’’ (Phil. iv-11, 12 tr: A.S. 
Way). 


This man then was not the slave 
but the master of his circumstances. 
That is a secret worth learning. It is 
one which few seem to learn. 


But was he wholly contented? It 
can scarcely be said that he was. A 
few sentences before in this same 
letter he has been telling us that he 
is ever urged onward. He is deter- 
mined not to rest where he is. He 
has not grasped the prize, but must 
strain every nerve to reach it. Here 
is a great discontent, a man who will 
not ‘‘stay put.’”?’ How can he be at 
once so passive and so active? Is it 


the same man who is both contented 


and discontented? 


The answer seems to lie here, He 
accepts his environment; he is dis- 
satisfied with himself. How many 
of us take precisely the opposite posi- 
tion! Weare satisfied with ourselves; 
we will not accept our environrsent. 
When anything goes wrong it is so 
easy to blame it on to circumstances. 
If only 1 were put to do that other 
piece of work which wate me so much 
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better ! 
and-so ! 
a while! If there were not those 
troublesome factors in the situation ! 


If I hadn’t to live with so- 


Then I could be~so much more > 
successful, such a much better Chris- 
tian. A comparatively small change 


in our circumstances and all would be 


If I could only get away for 
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well. But with ourselves are we 
fatally well-pleased? We hear a 
sermon or we read a book and the 
moral always seems exactly to fit 
gomeoneelse. There is serious trouble 
in our relationships, but it is always 
the other person’s fault. We have 
learned one secret,—how to be com- 
placent with the person we can never 
get away from—our own self. 


If we could direct our discontent 
into a new channel it might begin to 
drive us forward like the mill race 
that- turns the wheel, instead of 
spinning us round and round in the 
whirlpool which finally pulls us down. 
Discontent can be made to do the 
world’s work. But how often it is 
allowed to mar and hinder it. 


Some of us may read these words 
when we are resting and looking back 
and forward asking ourselves how our 
work may be better done. Some may 
read them after a trying summer 
when we have had to stay by the stuff 
while others got away for a change. 
Perhaps we shal! read them in the 
early dawn when all creation awakes 
with song and colour; perhaps in the 
still stifling hour when the strain of 
living is at its height and temper 
comes close to the breaking point; 
perhaps at the end of the day when 
we look back dispassionately and see 
what the day has revealed. Whatever 
the circumstances of each one we all 
need to press forward. There is 
better ahead than anything we have 
known. After preaching to others 
some have been castaways because they 
had become too contented with them- 
selves or too discontented with their 
environment. The struggle with our- 
selves and in ourselves is the great 
struggle. But it is not to be a losing 
one. Christ in us shall be the hope 
of victory, the promise of better and 
still better days. His is the urge that 
bids us ever press on to attain, and 
His the power which makes attain- 
ment possible. So I close in the 
‘spirit of this golden morning. The 
brilliant colour effects have not 
lasted; the songs of the birds haje 
given place to the note of the scissors- 
grinder. But in the one asin the 
other we may find God. If He is our 
environment, if we live in Him can 
we not know the secret Paul knew— 
to be content with our circumstances, 
but never to be satisfied with our- 
salves? 


LITANY 


Apostolic Exhortations 


I neseech you to walk worthy of 
the calling wherewith ye were called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering forbearing one another 
in love: giving diligence to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 


Lord have mercy upon us, and fill 
our hearts with the grace of Christ. 


Let all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamour and railing be put 
away from you, with all malice: and 
be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving each other, even as 
God in Christ forgave you. 


Lord have mercy upon us and fill 
our hearts with the grace of Christ. 


Bear ye one anothers burdens and 
so fulfill the law of Christ. 


Lord have mercy upon us and fill 
our hearts with the grace of Christ. 


Confess your faults one to another 


and pray for one another that ye may 
be healed. 


Lord have mercy upon us and fill’ 


our hearts with the grace of Christ. 


My little Children keep yourselves 
from idols, 


Lord have mercy upon us and fill 
our hearts with the grace of Christ. 


But ye, beloved, building up you 
selves in your most holy faith prayifig 
in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves 
in the love of God, looking for the 


coming of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life. 


Lord have mercy upon us and fill 
our hearts with the grace of Christ. 
(Prepared from Dr. Orchard’s ‘* Devo- 


tional Services” by his permission and 
sent in by Mrs. E.R. Hughes, Tingchow.) 


ANTI-OPIUM CAMPAIGN 


Since the Annual Meeting of the 
National Christian Council some 
definite progress has been made in 
regard to plans for the anti-opium 
campaign. Representatives of the 
National Christian Council, The 
National Committee of the Y.M.C.A., 
The National Committee of the Y.W. 
C. A., The Council on Health Educa- 
tion, The China Medical Missionary 
Association, and The Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union have held 
frequent meetings to discuss the best 
way in which the Christian forces 
can assist in bringing the trade in 
opium and the other narcotic drugs 
in China to an end, 


The cooperation of the Roman 
Catholic Church was sought during 
the conference which brought together 


in Shanghai with the direct repre- 


sentative of the Pope, some forty-eight 
bishops of the Roman Church. 
Certain resolutions were adopted by 
the bishops, making clear the position 
of the Roman Church in regard to 
the traffic in these drugs, and it is 
hoped that they will join in any 
educational and publicity campaigns 


which may be agreed upon in différent 
parts of the country. 


Representatives of the Council have 
brought this matter betore missionary 
conferences at Mokanshan, Kuling, 
and Kikungshan, and at a number of 
the conferences of Chinese organized 
by the Y. M. and Y. W.C. A.» 


In the beginning of July the 
Association for the Advancement of 
Education brought together in Nan- 
king a thousand Chinese educators, 
mostly from government institutions. 
Upon the initiative of some of the 
Christians, resolutions were adopted 
which placed this extremely influenti- 
al group of educators on record as 
firmly opposed to the use of these 
drugs and called upon all educational 
associations throughout China and 
other organizations to start an anti- 
narcotic campaign before’. the 
November conferences to be held in 
Geneva under the auspices of the 
Anti-Narcotics Committee of the 
League of Nations. The Association 
put itself clearly on record as favoring 
the proposal to be considered by the 
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Geneva conferences looking to the 
‘total suppression of the trade in these 
drugs for other than medicinal and 
scientific purposes. It also appointed 
certain of its number to join with 
others in sending several *‘ people’s 
‘delegates ’? to Geneva to express the 
real opinion of our p2ople and also to 
-back up their government. The 
_Association further appointed repre- 
#entatives to cooperate with other 
organizations in this movement and 
undertook to see that reference be 
made in school textbooks to the harm 


resulting from the use of narcotic 
drugs. 


An approach has also been made 
to the Shanghai chambers of com- 
merce and a call has been issued 
for a meeting of representatives of 
‘different bodies in Shanghai which it 
‘is hoped will result in the organiza- 
tion of a strong committee which may 
take the lead in securing action by 
educational and other bodies through- 
~out China. 


' This committee will also be asked 
to outline a definite program which 
may be presented for consideration to 
organizations in other paits of China. 


It is felt that the immediate objec- 
tives should be preparation for the 
‘two conferences to be held in Geneva 
in November this year. To the first 
~of these conferences are invited all 
countries which produce narcotic 
drugs with a view to seeing whether 
agreement can be reached to limit 
the areas cultivated strictly to the 
medicinal needs of the world. To the 
second are invit«d represel tatives of 
all ceuntries having any part in the 


manufacture or distribution of the 
‘alkaloids. 


China stands in a somewhat ano- 
malous position. She is herself the 
dargest producer of opium in the world 
and not only are her people the only 
ones who on any wide scale use opium 
‘for smoking purposes, but in recent 
years an increasing number have 
become addicted to the use of morphia, 
eheroin, and cocaine, Her officials 
not only openly countenance the 
cultivation of the poppy and the 
-trafe in opium although there are 
stringent Jaws against the same, but 
they are primarily responsible for the 
‘fact that opium is cultivated and the 
‘trade i is growing rapidly. 


Reliable information as to the 
ameunt of opium produced in China 
and of the quantities of Indian opium 
and of morphia, heroin, and cocaine 
that are smuggled into the country is 
extremely difficult if not impossible 
to secure. The quantities of these 
drugs available are however kncwn to 
be very many times greater than the 
legitimate needs of the whole world. 
The International Anti-Opium Society 
of Peking estimates at fifteen thousand 
tons the amount of opium produced 
in China in 1923. The League of 
Nations suggests fifteen grains per in- 


dividual as the outside limit of the 


world’s possible legitimate needs. 
That would mean for China a total 
annual requirement of five hundred 
twenty and four-fifths tons. 


At the same time there is a strong 
body of public opinion which has not 
yet made itself heard in any united 
way. The serious evils involved in 
the use of these drugs are clearly 
recognized and large numbers of the 
people are honestly desirous of 
cooperating to the fullest extent with 
those nations who are seeking to limit 
the trade in these dangerous drugs 
strictly to medicinal needs and who 
regard as illegitimate any other use 
thereof. 


Just how this public opinion can 
make itself felt most effectively is the 
main question now before those who 


are interested in seeing China free - 


herself from this trade, the demoraliz- 
ing nature of which is recognized by 
everyone, including those who are 
profiting most by it. 


The Church's Responsitility at 


this Time 


1. To take the lead in seeing that 
the conscience of the nation is aroused 
on the subject of the suppression of 
opium and finds ways of expressing 
itself. 


2. To educate all Christians and 
others 


a. As tothe harmfulness of the 
use of opium for smoking purposes, 
and of the even greater dangers re- 
sulting from the growing use of 
moi phia, cocaine, and other similar 

drugs. 


~ to convince them that the public opinion 


b. To make clear the i: possi- 
bility of stopping smuggling in 
these drugs so long as they continue ; 
to be manufa tured in quantities 
larger than the strictly medicinal 
requirements of the world. Kvery 
ounce of the drugs that is produced 
is consumed unless seized by the 
Customs and destroyed. 


c. To call attention to the 
demoralizing influence of the trade 


in these drugs and to its effect upon 
the morals of the people. 


8. To make plain the opportunity 
afforded by the conferences to be held 
in Geneva this year, through the 
combined pressure of the public opinion 
of the world, to induce reluctant 
governments to take a stand which will 
lead to the strict limitation of the areas j 
cultivated so that there will be no 


excess in production above the world’s 
legitimate requirements for medicinal e 
purposes. { 


4. To cooperate in each local : 
community with all other organizations 
which are prepared to take act on in | 
regard to these matters : 


a. In sending to the National 
Christian Council reliable informa- 
tion regarding the planting of the 
poppy in your district and the extent 7 
and nature of the traffic. i 


b. In getting people to pledge 
themselves not to smoke or plant 
opium nor engage in the traffic in 
narcotic drugs in any form; and to 
work for the total suppression of the 
trade for other than strictly 
medicinal purposes. 


5. To enlist the cooperation of 
missionaries in appealing to Christian 
people in their own nations to urge 
their governmert to support the 
recommendations of the Government 
of the United States of America looking 
to the strict limitation to the medicinal 
needs of the world through interna- 
tional agreement, of the amount of the 
poppy and coca leaf to be planted, and 
to stricter laws regulating the 
manufacture and distiibution of the 
alkaloids. 


The year 1924 is a very critical one 
in- connection with this trade. If 
sufficient pressure can be brought to 
bear upon the governments to be 
represented at the Geneva Conferences 
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of their respective nations is against the 
continuance of this traffic, it will 
‘advance the day when the restriction 
of the trade to the legitimate uses of 
these drugs can be achieved. If, on 
the other hand, nations are not willing 
at this time to forego the financial 
profits receivcd through the unrestricted 
manufacture of these drugs, untold 
harm will result, and more millions of 
people in Europe and America as well 
as in Asia will become addicted to 
their use. | 


This is a matter which should secure 
the whole-hearted cooperation of every 
Christian organization in China. If 
you are inclined to think that it is 
impossible to do anything worth while 
in view of the existing political situation 
in China, remember the advice of a 
prominent Chinese, who when someone 
argued in a similar way said, “ Tell 
the facts; if people will not listen, 
shout them; if they still will not listen, 
shout louder.’’ 


Is your Church and Mission acting 
infthis matter? 


Ts your Church making its influence 
felt in the community in enlisting 
public opinion against the trade? 


Let us know what you have done ard 
are going to do and how a central 
organization can help you in the fight. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY 
THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF EDUCATION 


A thousand prominent Chinese 
educators, members of this Association, 
met in Nanking from July 2 to 9. 
The attention of the Association was 
called to the growth of the trade in 
nareotic drugs in China and to the 

‘opportunity afforded by the conferences 
called in Geneva in November of this 
year to secure restrictive legislation of 
an international character that might 
greatly assist in the stricter regulation 
of this trade. Several of the most 
prominent educators present signed the 
following statements, the resolutions 
contained in which were 
adopted by the Association. 


1. The opium problem once led our 
couitry into battle with other powers 


and resulted j in the loss of territory, and 
lowering of national standing. * For 
this reason any citizen of this nation 
must consider opium to be our bitterest 
enemy and greatest traitor. But now 
when the cultivation, smuggling, sale, 
and use of opium prevail in every 
province, it not only destroys the health 
and character of the people, but dues 
great harm to the national life as well. 

The ‘people of this cou: try should 
awake to a great consciousness and stir 
up the public opinion for a strong 
forward move against opium and other 


narcctic drugs. 


2. Owing to the increase of 
production of narcotic goods in foreign 
countries, the amount of morphia, 
cocaine, and heroin imported to our 
country also increases. ‘Thisis harmful 
to the people of the different nations 
and especially to our own courtry. 
Therefore, we must cooperate with 
other nations to do away with this 
great peril. 


38. The League of Nations has called 
an International Anti-Narcotic Con- 
ference, the purpose of which is to try 
to reduce the amount of production of 
narcotic drugs to the actual needs for 
scientific and medicinal purposes. Our 
people must express in all sincerity 
their attitude in supporting this great 
enterprise against narcotics. 


4. The League of Nations is calling 
two conferences for the end of this 


year: a conference for the opium — 


producing countries, and a conference 
for the narcotic manufacturing 
countries, to study the problem of 


different nations and especially the’ 


problem of China. Now that the time 
of these two conferences is drawing 
near, we the people of China must be 
prepared in order to do away with this 
great shame of our country. 


The undersigned beg to recommend 
the following methods of procedure: 


1. That the Association express its 
firm attitude against narcotics. 


2. That the Association ask all 
other educational organizations in the 
cou.try to cooperate with other 
organizations to start an anti-narcotic 
campaign before November of this 
year. 


-8. That the Associaticn show its 
hearty support of any rules that may 


be made by the International Narcotic 
Conferences regarding the reducing of 
the cultivation of narcotic plants, and 


ask all other organizations to express 
the same attitude. 


4. That the Association request the 
Government to express its firm and 
sir cere decision against narcotics at the 
Geneva Conference and also make this 
decision known to the people 
throughout China. 


5. That the Asscciation join with 
all other organizations and use the 
simplest and quickest way to choose 
several delegates to represent the people 


of China at the Geneva Conferences to — 


expre 8 the real opinion of our people 
and also to back up their Government. 


6. That the Agsociation appoint 
representatives to cooperate with other 
organizations in this movement. 


7, That the Association state the 
harm of narcotics in the school 
textbooks and refer this matter to the 
Committee on Health Education for 
action. 


COUNCIL MEETING NOTES 


An Impression of the Meeting of 
the National Christian Council . 


May, 1924. 


As this was my first attendance at 
a meeting of the new National 
Christian Council, I was interested to 
watch the subjects that were discus- 
sed and the attitude taken toward 
them. It appeared to me thet one of 
the chief functions of the Council 
should be to draw together in one 
annual ‘‘stocktaking’’ the experiences 
and the needs in all phases of Chris- 
tian work in China. While the 
Council should have certain definite 
activities for which it is responsible, 
I kelieve that it has an important 
function to perform in bringing 
together the results in all depart- 
ments of Christian work k dared the 


year. 


I was naturally “interested éspe- 
cially in the matter of the nelntions at of 


the Council to Christian education. 


—— 
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It was probably unavoidable that 
this year practically no place should 
be given to considering what is surely 


one of the supreme functions of the | 


Christian church. We are all in- 
terested in striving together to 
develop a strong Christ-filled indi- 
genous Chinese church. To a con- 
piderable extent the success of these 
efforts depends upon the success of 
the varied forms of Christian 


_-@ducation, in day school, college and 


Sunday School. 

Probably the majority of the future 
members of the church are now in 
the Christian schools. Their attitude 
toward the problems of the church 
ara now being largely egettled in 
schools. It is a matter of importance 
to the church what type of education 
they receive. What the schools are 
to-day the church will be to-morrow. 


Again, it is evident that the direc- 
tion the church of China will take 
depends largely upon the leadership 
that it is given. 
necessary leaders to be found? They 
will come from the Christian colleges 
and middle schools. The type of 
education that is being given to them 
to-day will ‘largely determine the 
direction the church will take. It is of 
supreme importance, therefore, to the 
church, and to the National Christian 
Council, that the best possible vse 
should be made of the potential leader- 
ehip that God has provided for His 
church in the colleges that have been 
founded under the guidance of His 
spirit. 

While the Nationa! Christian Coun- 
cil rightly leaves the direction of 
Christian educational inst tutions to 
other bodies, it should take an 
interest in them and in the education 
‘that they are providing. The schools 
and colleges themselves, as well as 
the China Christian Educational 
Association and the provincial Chris- 
tian Educational Associations, desire 
the help of the Council in their 
efforts to make the best possible 
contribution to the Christian church. 

I hope that in future programmes 
of the Council a larger place may be 
given to considering these relation- 
hips, and that the Conncil may 
seriously study the question of what 
the church should rightfully expect 
from its educational institutions. 


M. 


Where are the- 


China Christian Educational 
Association. 
Dear Mr. Editor: 


The N.C.C. is supported by a small 
group of strong leaders, but has 
actually very little influence on the 
Chinese Church itself. But the 
Council exists for the Church, and 
only for the church. 


What can be done? That is what 
we are all asking. There are doubt- 
less many things that can be done, 
but we must be patient. The last 
Annual Meeting was full of promise. 
The committees are actually getting 
down to work and the new Committee 
on the Indigenous Church ought to 
accomplish a great deal. “That is 
probably the most important com- 
mittee that has yet been appointed. 


It must work hard and be terribly 
frank. 


The secretaries must continue to 
travel as widely as possible. More 
and more pastors from the smaller 
cities and from the country must be 
brought into Retreats. Money should 
be spent on these Country Retreats 


rather than on _ conferences for 
leaders. 


There is an increasing call for 
study books of various kinds; Bible, 
Social Questions, Religious Educa- 
tion ete. If the N.C.C. can produce 
such books or stimulate their produc- 
tion it will render a real service and 
will make a place for itself in the 
life of the Church. 


Sincerely, 
JaME3 M. YARD. 


Re Status of Women on the 
Mission Field, and on the N. C. C. 


Nowhere have women representation 
in proportion to the value and im- 
portance of their work, but for this 
they themselves are largely to blame. 
When appointed on committces and 
in other places of responsibility, few 
take it as seriously as do men, and 
few make as large a contribution. A 
record of the attendance and 
contribution of the women members 
either of the Executive Committee or 


of the Business Committee of the N. 


C. C. since ite organization would 
doubtless prove this statement. A 
natural consequence will be a 
decreasing proportion of women 
members appointed. 


But something should be done to 
avert this natural consequence. ‘I'wo 
women members will make more than 
double the contribution of one woman 
member, and take a far larger burden 
of responsibility. This is explained 
not by mathematics but. by 
psychology. The suffragette type 
may be an exception, but the normal 
woman is at her best in group work 
when men and women are about equal 
in number. Perhaps she is disposed 
to doubt her feminine judzment when 
largely outnumbered. Or there may 
be other reasons for it, I speak both 
from experience and from observation, 
having had repeated and _ long 
experience of being the only woman 
in a group. 


Women will train in to take their 
full responsibility and make their 
needed contribution only by practice, 
and neither non-atte :dance nor sil- 
ence should lead to dropping them 
from offices and committees. Make 
your committees larger if necessary, 
andappoint more women, When they 
are trained in, reduce committees 
again. We are conscious that a 
contribution from women is needed, 
and the full cooperation and the most 
spirited work of women is lost without 
their representation. 


If you doubt that there is reason for 
these remarks, read the list of 
committees appointed by the last 
annual meeting of the N. C. C. and 
still more important, the list of those 
appointed at the last meeting of the 
Exe:utive Committee, attended by no 
woman except one secretary, when not 
one woman was appointed for any 
work. The Committee on the 
Indigenous Church, which is to 
consider the relation of women to the 
church, has not one woman member. 
Perhaps conclusions reached will be 
more just and impartial because of 
this, but how about the case of 
carrying out possible recommenda- 
tions? 


Reapectfully submitted by. 
LUELLA NINER. 


-_ 
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HUNAN PROVINCIAL 
CONFERENCE 


The originai plan was to hold this 
conference last autumn, but local 
conditione made this impossible. It 
was finally convened for June 20-July 
2. Thechairman was Mr. Hsiao Mu- 
Kuang, a member of the N. C, C. and 
the Council was represented not only 
by its local members but also by the 
Honorary Secretary Bishop Roots and 
by Rev. Marcus Chong and Rev. 8. C. 
H wang. 


The Conference was marked 
throughout by its deeply devotional 
character and by its keen transaction of 
business. The morning sessions were 
entirely devotional, and were felt to be 
most helpful, especially the address by 
Rev. Marcus Cheng on “ Forgiveness 
and Forbearance’’, “‘ The Christian- 
- Yzed Home” and ‘“The Place of 
Money in Industrial and Church 
Life’’. 


Reports were presented on 
Evangelism, Medical Work, Educa- 
tion & Social Service and there was 
also a commission on Survey & 
Statistics. The first named report 
was particularly suggestive and it is 
hoped that it may be available for 
study in other parts of China. 


One result of the Conference was the 
formation of the Hunan Christian 
Council. The draft constitution was 
prepared, printed and circulated to all 
members and discussed paragraph by 
paragraph. It followssimilar lines to 
that of the N.C.C. The following 
officers were elected: — 


Chairman—Hsiao Mu-Kuang. 
Vice-Chairman—Rey. J. A. 
Gotteberg, 
fF ecretaries—Rev. Ngeo-yang Sz, 
Robert Veryard, 


Treasurer —Reyv. Paul E, Kellar. 


Another question which secured 
much attention was that of opium. 
Earnest prayer was offered in regard 
to this matter and it was evident that 
the workers throughout the province 
are eager to participate in the national 
movement for the absolution of te 
drug in all its forms. 


Among other outstanding points 
mentioned in reports recently received 
are the following:— 


All the discussions were in Chinese 
no other language being used. 


The buildings of the Bible Institute 
were placed at the disposal of the 
Conference and were found to be most 
suitable for the purpose. 


The atmosphere of friendliness, 
earnestness and reverent expectation 
established at the beginning was 
maintained and deepened throughout. 


The historical background given by 
Rev. G. G. Warren at the start very 
greatly helped in a true perspective 
and understanding of the problems. 


The leadership was mainly Chinese 
and foreigners were distinctly in the 
backgrourd, 


We hope to be able to give some 
fuller account of this important 
gathering in our next issue. Meantime 
the news we have received as 
summarized above will be enough to 
cause us all to thank God and take 
courage. It may be that other 
provinces planning similar gatherings 
will be glad to get details from 
Changsha of what has proved to be a 
thoroughly well-planned, harmoni- 
ous, inspiring and fruitful gathering. 


We in the N. C. C. look forward to 
clore cooperation with this new 
Provincial Council. 


RETREAT FOR CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS IN MANCHURIA 


We met in one of the classrooms 
of the Medical College in Moukden 
from April 4th to 8th, Chinese, 
Americans, British, and Danes, a 
group of thirty men and women 
differing widely-in outlook, age and 
experience but bound together by 
the love of God and the desire to see 
His Kingdom come on earth. 


For five days we sat in a circle 
talking of the things of the Kingdom, 
how the Church could become living 
and vital, meeting the great need of 
China today; and as we talked and 
prayed the personalities and faces of 


those men and women seemed to be 
engrayed in one’s mind, so that one 
can bring the whole group to life 


again and see them as they sat,-some 
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young, eager and bright-eyed, anxious 
to be up and doing, willing to meet 
anything; others with grave earnest 
faces, men who had been up against 


things, who knew the difficulties of 


the situation, who believe i that there 
was a power in Christianity, in 
Christ to meet China’s every need 
and yet who perhaps were conrcious 
of failure when it came to seeing this 
power at work in their own church 
and district. 


How much those days meant to us 
Chinese and foreigner alike! The 
burden seemed lifted when it was. 
brought boldly into the light and 
faced;- when we realised our fellow- 
ship with one another, that we were 
all facing the same difficulties, 
engaged in the same work, and 
relying on the same source of power.. 


Each day began with an hour’s 
devotional period when we read 
together the Ist Epistle of St. John. 
Some one was chosen as leader and. 
he or she said a few words on the 
chapter, others contributing any 
helpful thought which came to them; 
the remainder of the hour was spent. 
in silence, a silence free from any 
restraint, broken only when someone 
felt led to pray. How much those 
silent times meant to us it would be. 
difficult to say, times when we felt. 
that God was surely in our midst. 


I will not try to express how muck 
the leaders contributed to the Con- 
ference, Dr. Hodgkin, Mr. Brockman, 
Mr. Jimmy Yen and Miss Fan,-they 
are too outstanding and wellknown 
for me to attempt any appraisement. 
of their rich and varied personalities; 
but I am sure that everyone there 
felt the power of their lives, and 
marvelled at the humility and true 
sympathy which enabled them never. 
to intrude their richer personalities. 
and experience but always to con- 
tribute at the right moment some-. 
thing helpful and inspiring. To me 
the Retreat was the most helpful and: 
encouraging thing which I have 
experienced since I came to China, 
for these men and women were not. 
afraid to look the failure of the 
Church in the face, and they were: 
one and all eager and anxious to 


possess more fully for themselves. 


that power which comes from Christ. 
and to know how to get that power 
into the Church so that Christianity 
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might be a real and vital thing 
affecting the lives of Christians in 
their homes, in business, shop and 
industry, something which would 
change society; not a mere form of 
church worship kept for Sunday. 


This thought ran through the 
whole Retreat, it was expressed the 
very first morning when Dr. Hodgkin 
Suggested that we should state in 
turn topics for dicussion during the 
Retreat. Practically all the answers 
had this thought underlying them, 
for example; ‘how can we work out 
the truth of Christianity in actual 
practise?’ ‘How can I live more 
fully the Christian life?’ “How can 
we get Chrietians to serve?’ ‘How 
can we emphasize the spiritual?’ 
‘How can we get people to realise 
that the whole life must be Christian 
not only Sunday worship?’ ‘How 
can we adapt Christianity to China?’ 
“The responsibility of women and 
the Chris: ian home.’ 


It is not possible to report fully 
on all that took place; the first three 
days were given over to open discus- 
sion of these varied questions and 
the last two, to trying to see some 
definite things we could do by way 
of solution. Perhaps some of us felt 
sorry that we did not advance further 
along the lines of definite action, 
but we feel sure that things are not 
going to stop with the Retreat, the 
seed has been sown, these men and 
women are thinking now in unison, 
no longer in isolation and they will 
carry to the Presbyterian Church 
Synod and the Lutheran Church 
Annual Meeting the ideas which 
have come to them and discuss how 
they can put them into practise. I 
would just like to say » few words on 
the three great ideas which ran 
through the Retreat, namely, the 
inportance of (1) the Christian Life, 
(2) the Christian home, and (3) of 
adapting Christ anity to China, not 
presenting it as a foreign religion but 
as’ the culmination of all that is best 
in Chinese civilization, ethics and 


religions, 


(1) The Christian Life: It was 
clearly recognised by this group of 


Chinese leaders that the great body 


of Christians im- Manchuria knew 
little or nothing of the Christian 
life. For most of them Christianity 
was divorced life, it was 


\ 


associated with the Church building, 
with Sunday when they went to 
church as they used to go to the 
temples and sang hymns and said 
prayers or listened to a sermon in 
sOinething the same formal way in 
which they used to light candles and 
burn incense to the gods. 


Many reasons were stated as to way 
this was so, and the general feeling 
was that the foundations had been 
badly laid. (a) In the early days 
people joined the Church because of 
the material advantage and help 
which it would bring them, not 
because they recognised Christianity 
as the true Way of Life; (b) those 
who taught Christianity did not build 
on what was good in old Chinese life, 
customs, and religions; (c) once 
people entered the Church nothing 
was done to teach them that Chris- 
tianity was something which they 
must live; they thought of it only as 
aform worship for Sunday; (d) a 
large number of Christians were 
illiterate and so could not nourish 
their Christian life by reading the 
Bible; (e) Chinese religions and 
classics deal with men, Christianity 
as brought from the West was a 
religion for the after-life; the thought 
of Heaven and of saving one’s soul 
had been emphasized and the fact 
that Christianity also dealt with life 
here and now had been neglected. 


It was felt very strongly that 
something must be done to make the 
Church a living organisation, and a 
strong plea was put forward for 
teaching illiterate church members to 
read and for not admitting new 
members until thy had been taught 
to read; for something more along 
the lines of an Institutional Church, 
so that Christians would realise that 
the Church was interested in their 
everyday life and business. 


The Church in Society was also 
discussed and it was felt that the 
Church must take the lead in opposing 
the evils of Society; if it was alive 
and vital it must be vigorous in 
seeking to change the bad customs 
and evil conditions of society; and 
as Dr. Hodgkin said the more vigorous 


the church was in opposing evil the 


purer it would become, because 
people don’t want to be associated 


with such a body unless they them- 


selves are living good lives. . 


(2) The Importance of the Christian 
Home: Over and over again the im- 
portance of the Christian Home was 


alluded to, and a whole morning was. 


given over to the discussion of this 
subject. 


portance in winning China to Christ ; 
it must face the question of the Chri- 
stian liome and see what it can do 
establish a high ideal of home life, 
It must face such questions as the 
marriage system, relationship of 
husband and wife, training of child— 
ren, family worship, etc. At the 
end of a long discussion Pastor Liu 
of Fakumen, Mrs. C. F. Wang of 
Moukden, and Mr. Chi of Kirin were 
asked to make a summary of the 
ideas which bad heen expressed so- 
that they might be presented to Synod 
when it met in the summer. The 
following are the resolutions which 
they brought forward and which were 
accepted by all: 


(1) That each person present should. 
carry out in his or her district or 
work what had been discussed: 


(a) That husband and wife have 
a mutual responsibility for 
home and children. 


(b) That the ‘Better Homes” 
Club such as exists in 
Moukden or some other 
similar club be emphasized 
as a method of improving 
the home. 


(c) That the old family customs 
be gradually changed, if the 
change is for the better. 


(d) That family worship be 
em phasized.., 


(e) That all Christians who can- 
not read should be taught 
the ‘‘ Chien Tyu Ke.”’ 


(ft) That the Church exhort its 
members against early mar- 
riages and against marriages 
with non-Christians, or con- 
trary to the wishes of the 
young people themselves. 


(2) That the Retreat ask the National 
Christian Council to send litera- 
ture on the Home and to prepare 
pictures and magazines for 


children. 


(3) That someone be appointed to 


report to Synod, and that Synod 


The Church must realise 
that the Home is of paramount im- 
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be asked to use a day in con- 
sidering this question. 


(3) Adapting Christianity to China’s 
Background: It was encouraging 
to find that everyone there felt thie 
importance of being constructive; 
not destructive in the presentation of 
Christianity. The wonderful herit- 
age of China’s past, her civilization, 
customs, ethics and religions must be 
regarded as a preparation for the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ; all that is 


good must be kept and China must’ 


be led to see that Christianity is not 
something foreign but the spiritual 
goal to which God has been leading 
ber and for which He has been pre- 
paring her—ihe culmination of her 
faith. It was felt that there was so 
much in Chinese thought, customs, 
ethics and religions on which Christ- 
ianity could build; that Christ came 
*not to destroy but to fulfil.’ 


The influence of Confucianism is 
felt throughout China even by those 
who are not Confucianists; can we 
not shew that Christianity has some- 
thing to adi to the Confucian ethics, 
something higher and loftier, in short 
that Christianity possesses the 
spiritual, power of Love which is 
lacking in the other religions, the 
power which comes from God. 


Mrs. C. F. Wang suggested that the 
National Christian Council be asked 
to appoint a commission of Chinese 
Christian scholars. to’ investigate 
thorough!y Chinese’ civilization, 
customs, writings and religions with 
a view to bringing out a book on the 
subject in the course of a year or 60, 


This was agreed to with the further 


suggestion that the commission send 
out questionnaires to the churches 
throughout China and publish some 
of the answers received in the new 
magazine which the N, C.C. is think- 
ing of bringing out. And that the 
information received be used in com- 
piling the book. 


The closing session of the Retreat 
was given over to considering how to 
deepin the spiritual life—and Dr. 
Hodgkin and Mr. Brockman took us 
‘to the mount of vision ; and made us 
realise that there were resources of 
spiritual power undreamed of by all 


of us in God and in Christ, and that 


this power could only be ours as we 
Jearned to wait upon God in medita- 


tion and prayer. Not prayer in the 
sense of saying “‘ Lord enable me to 
do this, but in the sense of living 
with Him, talking to Him, testing 
Him out, then the supernatural comes 
ag easy as the turning of the hand.’’ 


C. HotcHKIs. 


(Held over from last month for lack of 
space). 


Retreat in Yuyao, Chekiang: 


On June 10-12 our secretary Rev. 
K. T. Chung attended the retreat in 
Yuyao which is the birthplace of the 
philosopher, Wong Yang Ming. The 
Presbyterian church is the only church 
in that region. The retreat waa 
arranged by Dr. Shoemaker and 
Pastor Hsia Tsi Shee and Pastor Bau 
Tseh Wo. Considerable time was 
given in the retreat for quiet and 
audible prayer and Bible study. The 
main topic was how the church can 
become the church of the community 
and the ways and means of nurturing 
the Christian members, The main 
result of the retreat was the 
consciousness aroused in the preachers 
of their responsibility to the 500,000 
rural population, therefore’ the 
ministers who are stationed in various 
localities are finding ways and means 
to lead their own flock to aggressive 
evangelism in the unreached areas 
which are the sole responsibility of 
their own churches. 


RETREATS 


The following extract taken from 
the President’s report of the Shantung 
Christian university, June 1924, is a 
further evidence that the retreat is a 
help toward increasing the true spirit 
of Christian fellowship: 


** There have been various means by 
which this spirit of fellowship hag 
found expression, the most important 
of which was the Staff Retreat with 
which we op:ned the autumn term, 
when a large number of faculty 
members met together for three days 
at a hill resort a few miies from 
Tsinan, for mutual conference and 


prayer upon our common spiritual 


task. The main topic of the Retreat 


was ‘The Spiritual Output of the 
University ’’,. and as we lived and 


prayed together we endeavoured to. 


discover the mind of Gol as to the 
chief hindrances preventing a larger 
spiritual fruitage from the work of the 
institution, and the means by which 
we ourselves could more adequately 
fulfil our large opportunities and 
responsibilities. Various meetings 
have since been held, in order to follow 
up the work of the Retreat; and one 
important practical result has been 
the organizing of Discussion Groups, 
each consisting of both Chinese and 
Westerners, who have met at one 
another’s houses at fortnightly 
intervals during the year for the joint 
consideration of religious and other 
problems. 


A similar Retreat was held last 
October for representative leaders of 
the Student Y. M. C. A.s and of the 
Faculties. Asa result of this Retreat, 
not only have ths Faculty Advisors 
and Student Y. M. C. A. leaders been 
drawn more closely together, but a 
joint meeting for prayer has been held 
each Sunday evening throughout the 
school year, which has brought about 
the linking together of the Y. M. C. A. 
and Y. W. C. A. groups into a closely 
federated Student Christian Associa- 
tion for the whole University. This 
body will form the mouthpiece of our 
various Student Christian organiga- 
tions, and will help to weld them 
together into a strong united body, 
the influence of which, both upon the 
non-Christian students in the 
University and the important student 
field in the Government Schools of 
the city, will, we believe, become 


more and more felt in the ensuing 
years,”’ 


CHRISTIAN OPINION AS 
EXPRESSED IN CALIFORNIA 
TOWARD ORIENTAL 
EXCLUSION LEGISLATION 


July 11, 1924. 
National Christian Conneil of China, 
Dear Friends: 


At the annual meeting of the 
California State Church Federation 
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held in Los Angeles June 19-20, the 
following resolution was passed: 


In view of the fact that the 

. recent Oriental Exclusion legis- 

' Jation passed by Con:zress was not 

in harmony with the best Ameri- 

can traditions of courtesy, in 

of friendly powers ; 
an . 


In view of the fact that this 

legislation has apparently des- 

' troyed much of the good will 

established through past poli- 

tical, missionary and commercial 
relations; 


Reso_tvep that the State 
Church Federation express its 
deep regret over the action of 
Congress in including the Exclu- 
sion Clause in the Johnson Im- 
migration Bill. That the 
Federation express its regret in 
communication to the National 


_ Christian Councils of Japan and 


China and that the Federation 
record its intention of doing its 
utmost to right the wrong that 
has been done. 


In addition to this action, during 
the last months there have been 
by the 
following organizations: Los Angeles 
Ministerial Association, Summer 
School of Missions (with 946 dele- 
gates registered) , Southern California 
Congregational Conference, State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, Pacific 
Conference on International Good- 
will, and many others. Nearly all 
the university presidents and many 
of the faculty members have indicat- 
ed their opposition to the action 
taken by congress. One telegram 
included the names of sixty leading 
people of California, including 
besides church p2ople and university 
presidents and faculty men, business 
men, club women, members of 
Chambers of Commerce, and other 
groups, Forty members of Pomona 
College faculty signed a telegram of 
protest. 


The Pacific Conference on Inter- 
national Goodwill was composed of 
representatives from the following 
groups: Churches (Protestant, Catho- 
lic and Jewish), Universities, Col- 
leges, Public Schools, Service Clubs, 
Chambers of Commerce, Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, W.C. T. U., Y. M. 


Clothing Workers, and other civic 
Organizations of Southern California. 
This Conference went far beyond the 
expectation of the leaders on the 
Japanese Exclusion measure. In 


Tact, wherever an effort has been 
made to secure action by any group, 


we have been amazed at the willing- 
ness and readiness of the group to 
oppose this exclusion measure. We 
are discovering that the anti- 
Japanese feeling in California is far 


weaker than we had thought, that it © 


has been stirred up by a very smal! 
group of individuals and that con- 
certed effort on the part of the 
Christian forces and other will be 
able te supplant this feeling with 
a more friendly attitude toward 
Japanese and al] Orientals. What is 
needed is a movement to disseminate 
the facts and disprove the pro- 
paganda that has been circulated so 
widely. 


The Pacific Conference on Inter- 
national Goodwill] appointed a com- 
mittee to call a Conference of Pacific 
Coast experts to determine what the 
next step should be. Several 

possibilities have been suggested: 
” new treaty, as President Coolidge 
proposed; putting Japan on the 
quota basis, as Secretary Hughes 
desired; revising the Gentlemen’s 
Agreement as Ambassador Hanihara 
suggested; and the revision of our 
naturalization laws so as to include 
those now ineligible to citizenship. 
There is no general agreement as yet 
as to which of these steps is most 
desirable. 


The same Pacific Conference also 
appointed a committee to carry on 
an educational campaign to get the 
facts regarding the present exclusion 
matter before the people of Califor- 
nia. This statement is now in the 
course of preparation, 

There is now in process a survey of 
race relations on the Pacific Coast 
that will do a great deal to correct 
many mis-statements regarding the 
Oriental population. ‘This includes 
a study of the Chinese, Japanese and 
Filipinos living in Canada as well as 
in the Pacific Coast states of the 
United States. Dr. Robert E. Parks, 
of the University of Chicago, is the 
leading investigator and he has the 
cooperation of many of the univer- 


sities and colleges in the’ Pacific 
Coast states, 


With sincere good odes for the 
success Of your Council and the hope 
that we may be able to cooperate to 
mutual advantage. 


Cordially yours, 


(Sed) K.S. Beam. 


Acting Executive Secretary. 
California State Church Federation. 


NOTES & COMMENT 


(a) Work in Amoy: 


During July Dr. Hodgkin visited: 
Southern Fukien attending the annual 
Preachers’ Conference held this year 
at Tongan, and the Studentg’ 
Conference held in Amoy. The 
Preachers’ Conference was well 
attended and was felt by some who 
were there to be the best of the ceries- 
up to date. 


Dr. Hodgkin lectured on the Epistle 

to the Hebrews and also gave an 
pe cal on the Work of the Church, 
the N, C.C., the Anti-opium Crusade, 
etc. Cther speakers included Dr, 
Chen Wei-ping of Shanghai, Rev. 
Donald McLeod of Formosa and Mr, 
Chi, secretary of the Moral Welfare. 
League in Foochow. 


Very considerable interest was 
aroused in the problems of moral 
welfare and the duty of the Church in 
relation thereto, and a considerable 
proportion of those who, were present 
sent in their names as desirous to 
found or join in the branches in their 
own districts. There was also a. 
vigorous discussion on the question of 
slave girls. 


The students’ Conference, at which 

a considerable number of women 

attended, took for the main subject, a 

consideration of the development of 
personality under the leadership of 

Christ. All the speakers ment oned 

above took part as well as several local 

friends. 


The Church in Southern Fukien 
both because of their strong financial 
position and i.cause of their 
presenting a united front would seem 
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to be specially euited for taking a 
strong lead in regard to opium and 
other great moral evils. 

This is the second year that the N. 
©. C. has been directly represented at 
the Preachers’ Conference. Mr. §S. 
Peter Chuan attended it last year. 


The North Fukien Preachers’ 


Conference: 


{b) 


This year the Council had the great 
pleasure of being represented at the 
North Fukien Preachers’ Conference, 
held from May 27th to June 3rd, by 
the Rev. K. T. Chung. Three years 
ago they held a conference of the same 
nature at which Dr. C. Y. Cheng was 
present. 


The Conference was attended by 100 
delegates from thirty cities. The 
place for holding it was ideal, situated 
in the vacinity of Foochow among the 
mountains and gorges which Fukien 
is noted for. The plant the Conference 
was held in was built by the Y. M. 
C. A. for the use of students and 
preachers. As in several parts of 
China this year there are no summer 
conferences, on account of the lack of 
financial support which one organiza- 
tion used to give, the three missions 
in North Fukien, Methodist, Congrega- 
tional and Anglican, organized this 
one and gave special attention to the 
training of their leaders during the 
summer. 


They divided the delegates into the 
following seven sectional groups each 
to study and make report at the 
general meeting: (1) The nurture of 
the Christians, (2) present day 
evangelism ; (3) the Christianized 
home; (4) Christianity and the New 
Thought ; (5) Moral welfare; (6) 
Church and Industry; (7) training of 
Christian leadership. 


The Conference gave great emphasis 
to Bible study. In the early dawn 
the majority of the delegates might be 
found in quiet places by the river-side, 
reading the Bible and following the 
Bible study text entitled *‘ Christ of 
the Revolution ’’ for their morning 
watch. A specially compiled help to 
study the Pastoral Epistles was used 
for Bible study hour. : 


Rey. K. T. Chu ig gave a series of 
talks on The Chinese Church and 
Indigenous Christianity. His general 


idea was to dtenst the high points of 
the National Christian Conference of 
1922 and also passing on to his hearers 
the vision got at the two annual 
meeting of the N. C. C. 


Chinese leadership was quite 
marked throughout the whole 
conference and also in the management 
of the Conference. The fellowship 
among the Christian brethren of North 
Fukien is very apparent and they 
work in close harmony. The 
Conference ig not to be an annual one, 
the next one will be held within two 
or three yeare. 


The South China Summer Conferences: 


Dr. A. J. Fisher, who was in 
Shanghai on his way to Kuling, stated 
that considerable interest was shown, 
both by the Evangelists’ Conference 
in Kwangtung and the annual meeting 
of the Church of Christ in Kwangtung, 
in the following matters: The rural 
church, retreats and the people’s 
education movement. 


(c) The Fifth Annual Meeting of 
the Chinese Home Missionary 
Society. 


The fifth annual Meeting of the 
Chinese Home Missionary Society was 
held in Lunghwa July 16-20, 1924, in 
the vacinity of Shanghai, a_ very 
pleasant and beautiful spot with trees, 
a pagoda, a temple and a river. It 
was attended by seventy delegates from 
fourteen provinces together with 
Chinese representatives from the South 
Sea Islands and Japan representing 
forty auxiliaries. 


The time has now come when the 
ideals of the Chinese Home Missionary 
Society exert their influence over the 
non-Christian as well as the Christian 
bodies. ‘The non-Christians feel that 
if the Church is really for the Chinese 
people and of the Chinese people and 


planted by the Chinese people then 


they are ready to take a definite part 
in it. We find both in the field and 
in contacts made by the various 
auxiliaries that the Church is facing a 
new opportunity of cordial welcome 
by non-( hristians to the message of 


Christ. 


As to the Christians the Society hes 
stimulated them and made them 
conscious of their own responsibility 
for saving our brethren. The more 
conscious they are of this responsibility 
the more they can work together. 
Christian churches in many places 
have union work and often their first 
united efiort is to tackle the home 
missionary problem right in their own 
field. 


We are beginning to feel that this 
Home Mission Movement is a living 
Movement; it is based upon our living 
experience with Christ. Although 
the past year has been a very difficult 
one financially, we feel that in the end 
the Lord blessed this: Society and we 
reached the new year safely. The 
spirit of the whole meeting was buoyant, 
but not in an ultra-optimistic way for 
we are quite aware of the hard work 
which the executive committee and 
the members of the different auxiliaries 
have to face this year. 


At present there three mission fields 
in Yunnan; Yunnanfu, Lufung and 
Kochiu; there are six mission stations 
in the Manchuria mission and this year 
we shall definitely launch forward to 
enter Mongolia with a band of 
evangelists headed up by a Chinese 
doctor. The total budget calls for 
$27,000. 


The key note of this annual meeting 
was expressed by the missionary from 
the field who said: ‘‘ We have passed 
through the period of experiment and 
preparation and quietly laying the 
foundation, and now we can look 
forward to seeing the work beginning 
to develop, not necessarily in numerical 
advancement but in training leaders 
from the field in a study of the Bible 
from a spiritual view-point and the 
training of local evangelists and 
teachers.”’ 


(d) Mokanshan Missionary 


Conference 


The Mokanshan missionary com- 
munity held their annual summer 
conference from July 16 to 21. The 
Rev. Harris E. Kirk, D.D., pastor of 
the Franklin Street Presbyterian 
Church, Baltimore, who came to 
China upon the invitation of the 
Kuling Convention Committee, 


i 
Al 
» 
é 
* 
4 
j 
e 

1 

2 
a 
— 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 11 


delivered a series of very timely and 
inspiring addresses upon certain 
Creative Beliefa of the Christian 
Faith. 


The Conference met each morning 


from 9:00 to 11:00 in the new 


Assembly Hal! erected in 1922. The 
hall is well adapted for gatherings of 
this kind. While many of the men 
of the community had not yet reached 
the hill, the entire missionary 
community turned out to the meetings 
which were enthusiastically support- 
ed. Dr. Kirk spoke each morning 
from 9:00 to 10:00, giving addresses 
on the following subjects: The 
central position of Christ’ in 
Christianity; The Atonement; The 
seat of authority in religion; 
problems which science has raised for 
the church today; The idea of 
progress. On Sunday Dr. Kirk 
delivered an address on the Life of 


_ Nehemiah to the voung people of the 


community. 


Dr. Kirk has made it his life work 
to interpret the Christian message to 


) the rising generation in the language 
of today, getting as far as possible 


from the use of stereotyped or 
antiquated phrases that he finds have 
little appeal to the young people. 


_ His Bible classes and discussion groups 


are extremely popular with students 
attending Jobn Hopkins University 
and other classes in the city of 
Baltimore and with men in business 
and professional life. They have 


, given him a very wide opportunity of 


knowing what are the problems which 
are exercising the mind of these 
classes of people and he has made it 
his constant study to get his 
ideasacross to them in language which 
they understand. At the same time 
Dr. Kirk is a constant speaker at the 
preachers’ conference held each 
summer in Northfield and is in close 
touch with large numbers of those who 
prefer the old modes of expression and 
older forms in which the religious life 
has ex pressed itself and who look with 
mingled feelings at the attitude taken 
by the younger generation towards 
religious questions, Dr. Kirk made 
it quite clear that he himself was 
merely interested in seeing that men 
get at the reality of the Christian 
message, and that therefore the’ effort 
of the preacher must ever be to utilize 
g she language which in any given age 


The. 


is most convincing to the people of 
that age. His cffort throughout was 
to center attention upon those vital 
problems which are being raised for 
the church by the conditions of our 
modern life, and if one may judge by 
expressions one heard around the hall, 
there has rarely been a speaker at 
Mokanshan who has proved himself 
more helpful to the community as a 
whole. 


A discussion hour followed the 
address each morning. Whether it 
was that people did not wish to discuss 
or that they feared that by so doing 
things might be said which would 
lead to controversy, this hour did not 
prove as helpful except as it was used 
in answering questions which were 
sent in each day to Dr. Kirk in 
writing. 


Each afternoon a smaller group met 
together under the leadership of Rev. 
E. C. Lobenstine to confer regarding 
certain of the most vital questions 
with which the missionaries in China 
are confronted today. One afternoon 
was given to the discussion of the 
development of the indigenous church 


in China, another to the problem . 


being raised for Christian education 
by the growing opposition on the part 
of Chinese educators to the entrusting 
of the education of Chinese boys and 
girls to foreigners in mission 
institutions and also by the opposition 
to elements of religious propaganda 
which are felt to characterize much of 
the educational work. These meetings 
were well attended and were the 
occasion of a lively interchange of 
thought. 


Dr. Kirk and Mr. Lebenstine left 
on July 22 for Kuling where - the 
conference will be held from July 27 
through August 3, after which they 
will proceed to Kikungshan and 
Peitaiho. 


(e) Kuling Convention 


A very successful convention was 
held in Kuling from July 27 to August 
8rd. Lectures were given daily by Dr. 
Harris E. Kirk, D.D. At eleven a.m. 
he followed the theme ‘‘ Some Creative 
Beliefs’? by speaking on the following 
topics: ‘* The Person of Christ Central 
to Christianity” *‘ The Ultimate Mean- 
ing of the Death of Christ’’, ‘ Author- 


ity in Religion”, ‘‘ Christianity and 
Science’’, ‘* The Nature of Religious 
Knowledge” and ‘‘Christianity and 
” At 5 p.m. the theme was 
“The Old Testament Prophets” and 
the topics followed were: ‘‘ Why we 
should Know the Prophets’’, ** Amos”, 
Hosea ”’, "Isaiah ”’, Jeremiah ”’, 
Habakuk” and Ezekiel”, 


Apart from the lectures given by 
Dr. Kirk on Monday Rev. K. T. Chung 
spoke on ‘* The Place of Retreat in the 
Present Day Church; Tuesday Rev. E. 
C. Lobenstine spoke on the ** Opium 
Question’’; Wednesday Dame Adelaide 
Anderson on “* The Industrial Question 
and the Church in China” ; Thursday, 
Rev. T. C. Chao on “The Indigenous 


Church se and Friday Mr. Chung 
spoke on “The Rural Church and 
Indigenous Christianity’’. Saturday 


at the Missionary Meeting the speakers 
were: Mrs. Edmund Lee Rev. C. G. 
Sparham, Bishop L. H. Roots and Dr. 
Reichelt. 


(f) The East China Union Summer 
School | 


The Summer School idea which has 
taken such a firm hold in the west has 
spread to China, and this year the 
East China Union Summer School has 
had the pleasure of being located in 
the comfortable buildings on the 
beautiful campus of St. John’s 
University. When one is wise enough 
to take a limited amount of work so 
that there is the opportunity of 
combining a holiday with mental 
inspiration, the result is truly 
delightful, and many students at St. 
John’s have found this true. 


The school has aimed to keep a high 
standard of work and of the 225 
students there the great majority have 
undertaken their courses most ser!ously 
with the idea of receiving college credit. 
While the majority of our students 
were already in colleges and schools 
there is an encouraging proportion of 
teachers and social workers who feel 
the need of increasing their mental 
equipment for their task. A very 
special effort was made this summer 
to give courses which would be of value 
to those who are Y.W.C.A. or Y.M.C. 
A. secretaries or workers in the institu- 
tional churches which are developing 
everywhere. This particular group 
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baie been able to choose from courses 
in Sociology, the Home, Girls’ Work, 
and Industrial History and Problems, 
with the addition of an interesting 
seminar on various aspects of Christian 


community work. More than fifty | 


students have been following the 


- courses in Industry which have been 


given by Miss Dingman and Mr. Chen 
of the Industrial Commission of the 
N. C.-C., and visits were made to 
factories and everything possible done 
to stimulate a genuine desire for further 
investigation and study. - 


The School has been co-educational 
and more than fifty women have 
attended. 


The fellowship of a group like this 


is one of the valuable assets and both 
faculty and students will remember 
with pleasure the month of study and 
recreation which they had amid the 
grand old trees and green lawns of St. 
‘John’s University. 


(g) Actions re the National 
Christian Council 


The China Baptist Council 


2410. It was VOTED to approve of 
the National Christian Council mak- 
ing appeals for funds to the churches 
but to request the National Christian 
Council to communicate direct with 
the executive committee of each 
convention so that these executive 
committees will know what appeals 
are being made and will be in a 
position to render assistance where 
this is thought wise, and further to 
request the National Christian 
Council to report the collections 
actually rece’ ved if, this is possible. 


9411. It was VOTED to request 
the secretaries of the China Baptist 
Council to undertake to keep a correct 
list of names and addresses of the 
secretaries of the three conventions 
and missions and to furnish the same 
to the National Christian Council. 


9421. It was VOTED to express 
our appreciation of the emphasis 
now being placed by the National 
_Christian Council on retreats for 
evangelism and the deepening of the 
spiritual life and to urge that if 
possible representatives of the Council 


visit our conventions in West and | 


South China this year. 


9499. It. was VOTED to recom- 
-‘mend ‘that our missionaries and 
churches co-operato with the 

National Christian Council in every 
practicable way. 


The Reference Committes of the man 
China Baptist Mission. 


To. . request ‘the National 

_ Christian Council to make a thorough 
study of the whole question of 
securing financial support from 
missions and boards of national 
cooperative organizations and to give 
to the missions and boards concerned 
all the assistance possible’ in deter- 
mining the fair share of each mission 
or board in the support of such 
organizations. 


(h) Short-coat Preachers’ 


Conference 


When a country preacher comes to 
town he usually brings with him a 
long garment but only for some 
special occasion, but when he comes 
to feel really at home in the Con- 
ference the long garment is discarded. 
This proved quite true in the Weihsien 
Presbytery Conference, so much so 
that it even effected the leaders, the 
leaders of dignity. The Chinese say 

‘A high session of discussing the 
state affairs takes place under the 
country fence.’’ Every one in the 
Conference said it was a “High 
Session.” The topics which were 
taken up in the Conference all bear 
the deep significance of the state 
affairs in His kingdom because they 
all keep on talking about them after 
the meeting, while eating, in the 
evening, and in the morning before 
they go into another discussion. Some 
great thinkers of the Chinese Church 
say or think that the Short-coat Pre- 
achers do not think. It might be an 
eye opener to this high class of laity if 
they would condescend to even speak 
with these democratic church people 
next. sammer. Christianity and its 
prevailing influence is brought home, 
so far as China is concerned, when one 


realizes that the major responsibility 


of Christian propaganda does after all 
rest upon the shoulders of this type of 
Elder, seniors in age; preachers of 
middle age; and ordained pastors, 


_ the youngest in age, that have met __ 


together for the first time in the 


recent years there in Dr. Mateer’s 
Church of Weihsien. They are facing 
the real situation inChina. They are 


going back to the villages, where 
bandits are living, and doing their 
business right amonst them. One of 


the attendants of the Conference, had - 


just escaped the bondage and had: ex- 
perienced the bitterness of the bandits 
mal-treatment. One of the leaders had 
to spend time in some other way than 
in the Conference because his mother 
was still in the hands of the bandits, 
and another told me that one elder of 
eighty twa in age could not come to 
the Conference because he just come 
out of the bondage and had to 
recuperate in another city. They 
said that their living standards haye 
become very high on account of their 
neighbors growing poppy or tobacco 
on a very extensive scale and that the 
field for proper crops has been. gmall. 
Consequently the farmers get. more 
money but less grain, then they 
more for their food. In facing this 
new situation the country. preachers 
are contemplating ways and means to 
master it. There is no -doubt that 
this. recent conference has given them 
fresh opportunity to equip themselves 
with what they need in going back ‘to 
their own work. 


Something ought to be said about 
the leaders. A foreign leader was 
chosen by his Chinese followers both 
because of his Shantung speech and 
because of his intimate knowledge of 
the people whom he -was associating 
with. It is the highest tribute that 
the simple Chinese can pay. their 
foreign friends. One Chinese leader 
has a nickname which speaks well for 
his status. He is the “living con- 
cordance ”’ of the Bible. He not only 
speaks without notes but can quote 
Bible verses and chapters in the same 
fluent manner. Another leader once 
in his own country Church brought 
out the largest crowd that was ever 
known in the history of that vicinity 
with a cinema machine which was run 
and explained by himself. 
magistrate down to the bandits all 
came to be present at this new type of 
evangelism. Leaders of these types 
are needed there in.cooperating with 
the short-coat workers for the highest 
service in n China. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


1. “A Brief History “of Factory 
Legislation!in the United King- 
dom "written by Dame Adelaide 
Anderson. This is a summary 
of the development of factory 
acts In Enzland beginning from 
the end of the 18th century to 
1920. English 7 cent; Chinese 5 


cent per copy. 


2. “Christian Industry No. 3,” con- 
taining several important articles 
such as ‘Notes on Christian 
Industrial Order for China,” 
“Dame Adelaide”Anderson and 
Labour Legislation,” ‘* Goyern- 
ment Factory Inspector,” etc., 
etc. (Free). 


3. ‘Talks to Moslems No.2.” This 
little pamphlet gives hints as to 
how toj introduce ftLe difficult 
subject of the Christian con- 
ception of Trinity to the 
Moslems. nglish 4 cent per copy. 


CORRESPONDENTS 


The following additional names are 
reported, viz: 


Rey. P.L. Corbin, D.D. ABCFN, 
Taiku, Sha} 


Rov. Charles E. Ewing, ABCFM, 
Tehchow, Sung. 


Rev, E.W. Galt, ABCFM, Paot- 
ingfa, Chi. 


Miss Josie FE. Horn, 
Fenchow, Sha. 

Miss Jessie . Payne, ABCFM, 
Peking. 


Rey. C.A.Stanley,D.D.,ABCFM, 
Tientsin. 


Rev. Warren H. Stuart, PS, Nan- 
king Ku, 

Rev. R.B. Whitaker, ABCIFN, 
Lintsing. Sung. 


ABCEM, 


We hope others will volunteer. 
The duties and privileges are: 


(1) Be reeponsible to sce that in- 
formation re the N.C.C. is circulated 
among miesionaries and local church 
members. 


(2) Secure subscribers for the 
China for Christ Bulletin and the 
English Bulletin. 


(3) Help in the distribution of 
literature. 


(4) Correspond re visits to the 
centre, special efforts such as the 
Japanerce earthquake fund, &c, 


(5) Receive and read the English 
Bulletin (free to correspondents). 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


During the next two months the 
Anti-Opium campaign must be de- 
velopect with the utinost vigour if it is 
to influence the far-reaching decision 
to be reached at Geneva. May we 
not make it a daily matter of prayer, 
remembering especially those called 
to the leadership, both nationally 
and locally? 

Plans for the autumn and winter’s 
work are now being made. Let us 
pray that secretaries may be guided 
in detail as to: places to be visited, 
work to be undertaken, etc. 

- Conferences on provincial lines are 

being held in Hunan, Kansu, and 
Szechuen. For the two former, which 
will have already been held when this 
is read, let us pray for wise following 
up anda wide development of work 
for the Kingdom as a result. For 
the Szechuen Conference to be held 
next January may we seek help in all 
preparation for the two Commissions 
on Chinese Church,’ and on 
‘““Evangelism’’ that the right dele- 
gates may be chosen. 

Let us pray that Dr. C.Y. Cheng 
may be guided in regard to his future 
eervice and that he may be led, if God 
£0 will, to join the staff of the N.C.C, 

Let us not forget our Chairman, Dr. 
David Yui, in his time of retirement, 
and aek that he may return to us 
with increaged bodily vigor and ful! 
of the Holy Spirit and power. 
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ANTI-OPIUM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1924. 


Origin: ‘the National Anti-opium Association, (+ which has been organized 
hy the Jeading organizations both of national and local nature in Shanghai such as the Society for Advance- 
ment of Education, General Chamber of Commer-e, China Medical Association, National Committee, 
Y.M.C.A.and Y.W.C.A., National Christian Council and others, altogether over thirty organizations, on 
account of the noarness of the Opium Conference which is to be held in Geneva November, decided that 
September 28th should be the anti-opium Sunday for the different cities in China on which day they 
should voice the consec:ence of the people as to the recrudescence of opium cultivation in China and to offer 
our hearty support of the aims of the Opium Conference in Geneva seeking to limit the production of opium 
and its derivatives to that needed for scientific and medicinal use. ‘This Association would like the reports, 
of these satherinzs held in different cities, to be forwarded to this . ffice before October 5th, distant 
places sending short telezraphic mes-ages, as we wish to tabulate the information and forward it to Geneva. 


We as Christians made our definite stand in the past, surely we shall be willing to restate our 
position in the present. May we as a Council make the following suggestions: 


Anti-Opium Sunday in your Centre: (72 #% 4) 


I. Scripture Reading: John 2:13-22. Jesus Cleansing the Temple. 


II, Texts: John 2:15: “And he made a scourge of cords, and cast all out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the oxen; and he poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew their tables. (Scourge 
the opium devil) 


Ill. Outline for address or sermon: 
(a) Restate the Christian attitude toward the opium evil 


(L) Voicing the conscience of the people: (no matter how prevalent the opium habit is the 
people's attitude is against it) China resisted opium from the very beginning and she succeeded in 
the extermination of the poppy in 1917. 


(c) The recrudescence of opium in Chine is due te the over-production during the great War, 
the surplus naturally seeking a market in the Kast, and om account of the high price and the big 
profit of this traffic the local cultivation was encourage by the militarists in league with the bad 
merchant who is seeking nothing but civil war and gain. ' 


(dl) Vhe International extent of the opium problem: It is not that China alone is affected, 
many of the foreign couatrics havea large number of addicts who use morphine, cocaine and heroin 
Which is far more serious than smoking the opium. China is to stand with the men and women 
of Christian spirit of other countries to fight with this evil until it is driven out. 


(ve) The Opium Conference in Geneva wnder the auspices of the League of Nations is to consider 
the American citizens proposal of an international agreement as to the limitation of the prodac- 
tion of Opium and its derivatives to a degree strictly for medicinal and scientific use. Naturally 
ill those interested in fighting this evil in every land are willing to see this accomplished. 


(f) What we Christians should do: 


({) Cooperate with hospitals and social service work in the church to help people 
to break the opium habit. 


(2) Cooperate with all the Christian and non-Christian forces in working to make 
your region poppyless, 


(3) Make known to the public the facts about your city no matter whether they are 


favourable or unfavourable, to arouse nation-wide pressure on Government and 
local authorities to help China to free herself from the bondage of opium. 


IV. Report: Will you kindly inform this office what your church or community has done 
so it will reach us before October 6th. Of course if you find it impossible to hold the service on this 
particular date.we hope you will hold it at the nearest possible date which seems wise and let us know 
what you decide upon. 


‘Vv. Address: 


(a) Mail 


23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 
(b) ‘Telezram 


Chiconcom, Shanghai. 
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